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Relieving negative	pressure?
Self-reflecting on	publication practices in	the	context of	Research	Integrity
§ Focus	point:	

Early	career	Publication Strategies	in	the	context of	teaching	Responsible
Conduct of	Research

§ Questions:	
To	what	extend	do	PhD	students	1)	follow	formulated	strategies,	and	2)	
what	characterizes	strategies	that	are	implemented	– in	contrast	to	those	
that	are	not?

§ Case:	
Publication strategies from	PhD students	who followed a	mandatory	RCR	
course at	SDU/HEALTH
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Case:	PhD course on	RCR
§ Mandatory	RCR	courses for	all	PhD	students	at	

SDU	since 2014:
- 2	ETCS,	12	hours	in	the	class	room	in	total

§ Four modules concluded with	reflective essays:
- ”Prepare a	publication strategy”

§ Currently approx.	200	students	per	year
§ Four	years of	experience	and	data	…
§ Development:	Open	and	Citizen	Science
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Theoretical Framework
§David	Kolbs’	theory	on	experiential	learning	(ELT)	(1984)	
§Widely	used	and	accepted	theory
§Very	practical	and	hands-on	oriented
§Applicable	in	many	different	contexts
§ Easily	operationalized
§Useful	for	assessing	learning	processes	
§And	person-job	interaction

Learning	should	combine	experience	
and	reflection
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2nd	dimension

1st	dimension
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1.	Experience

2.	Classroom

3.	Assignment

4.	Publishing
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Identifying	abandoned	strategies
All	(51)	PhD	publication	strategies from	2014
• Only	strategies containing:

ORCID,	target journal(s),	title of	article(s), #	of	articles
Þ 25	strategies selected for	analysis

• Author	identified in	PURE:
No	publications º abandonned strategy
Publications not	related to	strategy	º abandoned strategy
Þ Biases	introduced:	$ ORCID,	registration	in	PURE	(all)
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Matching	strategies	and	practice
Identifying matches	between between	strategy	and	publications
• Students	publications looked up	in	PURE/WoS:

Suggested authors,	Title	words,	Target	journal,	Subject
Consider	only	peer	reviewed	articles	
(for	simplicity,	good	approximation	in	medicine)

In	depth qualitative text analysis (to	be	completed)
• To	what	degree to	the	strategy was followed?
• Are	there	areas where students	follow more	closely their initial	stategy

than others?
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Preliminary	results
• Out	of	25	strategies,	3	were	abandoned because	of	a	clear	change of	

career path	or	plain poor	quality	(the	student	not	having	taken	the	task	
seriously)

• 22	strategies reflected a	more	or	less precise implementation

• One	PhD student	followed the	strategy	completely	(100	percent	
compliance)

• Most	strategies	deviate wrt. target journal	and	/	or	original title.
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Conclusions this	far	..
• The	vast majority of	strategies are traceable	in	students’	subsequent

publication practices

• Most	deviations	are in	terms	of	target journal and	titles

• Indicates to	us	that	the	reflections of	the	students	in	practise (the	abstract	
conceptualisation)	following the	RCR	course is	useful

• Future	work:
• In	depth qualitative text analysis and	extended sample	of	strategies	to	

later	years	and	other	PhD	Schools /	topics
• Consider	non-peer	reviewed	output,	public	outreach,	DMP’s,	peer	

review	practices,	Citizen	Science practices etc.
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”Plans	are worthless,	but	planning is	everything”	(D.D.	Eisenhower,	November	14,	1957)


